
Planners and Engineers, 
 
1.   Based on a Security Engineering Working Group (SEWG) conducted the week of  7 

Feb 2000, the following changes are being recommended to the AT/FP interim 
standard. These changes are not official until the Joint Staff signs the official errata 
letter being forwarded to them by the SEWG.  Official correspondence from the DOD 
will follow.  The nature and impact of the errata requires immediate attention. 

 
2. The following changes are applicable to Security Engineering Standard 1: Sitework.  
 

a) Paragraph AP2.1.3. Facility Standoff/Separation.  Delete the fourth, fifth, and 
sixth sentence.  The remaining paragraph will read "Facility standoff distances are 
intended to prevent the progressive collapse of structures.  For all cases below, 
standoff distances will be to the face of that portion of a structure that meets the 
criteria of an inhabited structure or a troop billeting or primary gathering 
structure.  Portions of structures with lesser occupancies may be located within 
the stated standoff distances." 

b) Paragraph AP2.1.3.1. Add the following after the existing sentence. "When the 
standoff distance is not available, select a cost for the low level of protection 
against a 50 pound TNT explosive at the available standoff.  Costs to achieve the 
low level of protection are included in Appendix 4.  For design purposes, design 
the building elements to sustain an equivalent degree of damage to what it would 
experience from a 50 pound TNT explosive placed at 80 feet." 

c) Paragraph AP2.1.3.2. Add the following after the existing sentence.  "When the 
standoff distance is not available, select a cost for the low level of protection 
against a 220 pound TNT explosive at the available standoff.  Costs to achieve the 
low level of protection are included in Appendix 4.  For design purposes, design 
the building elements to sustain an equivalent degree of damage to what it would 
experience from a 220 pound TNT explosive placed at 150 feet." 

d) Paragraph AP2.1.3.5.  Change 50 feet to 30 feet.  The sentence will read 
"Maintain a minimum building separation of 30 feet for troop billeting and 
primary gathering structures." 

 
3. The following changes are applicable to Security Engineering Standard 2: Parking 

and Roadways. 
 
 a) Delete Paragraph AP2.2.2.  Substitute the following.  "AP2.2.3.  To limit the 

possibility of progressive collapse, locate parking lots and roadways at least 80 feet 
from troop billeting and primary gathering structures.  The standoff distance from 
roadways is measured from the nearest edge of pavement.  Portions of structures with 
lesser occupancies may be located within the stated standoff distance.  When the 
standoff distance is not available, select a cost for the low level of protection against a 
50 pound TNT explosive at the available standoff.  Costs to achieve the low level of 
protection are included in Appendix 4.  For design purposes, design the structure to 
sustain an equivalent degree of damage to what it would experience from a 50 pound 
TNT explosive placed at 80 feet."   



 b) Add the following paragraph. "AP2.2.2. Roadways and parking shall not be closer 
than 30 feet to any inhabited structure." 

 
4. The following changes are applicable to Security Engineering Standard 4: 

Superstructure. 
 

Delete Paragraph AP2.4.1.1.  Substitute the following. "AP2.4.1.1.  For all inhabited 
structures of three stories or more, design to sustain local damage with the structural 
system as a whole remaining stable and not being damaged to an extent 
disproportionate to the original local damage.  This shall be achieved through an 
arrangement of the structural elements that provides stability to the entire structural 
system by transferring loads from any locally damaged region to adjacent regions 
capable of resisting those loads without collapse.  This shall be accomplished by 
providing sufficient continuity, redundancy, or energy dissipating capacity (ductility) 
or a combination thereof, in the members of the structure.  That analysis will include 
removal of one primary vertical or one primary lateral load-carrying element without 
progressive collapse.  For further guidance, refer to American Society of Civil 
Engineers Standard 7-95, Minimum Design Loads for Buildings and Other 
Structures." 
 
 

5. The following changes are applicable to Security Engineering Standard: Definitions 
 

The third sentence of paragraph DL1.1.11. should be replaced with the following: In 
addition, family housing and guard type facilities are expressly excluded from the 
inhabited structures category and are not covered by this standard. 
 

      This will replace the following: This does not include guard type facilities, single and 
duplex detached family housing. 

 
I will not be in my office for two weeks beginning on 21 Feb 2000. I will be 
attending a AT/FP construction standards meeting at EUCOM Naples Italy. I will 
try to read my e-mail but am not sure that I will be able to review my mail on a 
daily basis. I will periodically check my voice mail. I am hopeful that the above 
text will help to clarify some issues with the minimum DOD interim AT/FP 
standard. Please review it carefully. 
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